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Lunch at the Lake
Local caterer Christine Nunn welcomes friends to her country cabin

COUNTRY COMFORTS Chr i s t i ne  Nunn  ( cen te r ,  i n  p l a i d  pan ts )  and  he r  gues t s  en joy  a  g l ass  o f  w ine  i n  a  f i e l d  nea r  he r  cab in .
(Oppos i t e ,  l e f t )  A r t i sana l  cheeses  a re  an  easy  appe t i ze r ;  f r i ends  L i sa  N i co laou  and  B ib i  P r i va l  ca t ch  up  ove r  l unch ;  desp i t e  t he
rus t i c  se t t i nS ,  Nunn  se t s  t he  t ab le  w i t h  cand les  and  seasona l  f l owe rs .  {Fa r  r i gh t )  con rad  We l l s  and  N i ck  N i co laou  head  fo r  a
padd le  on  Lake  Wa l l k i t l .
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ost weekends, chef Christine
Nunn is hard at work making
sure her clients' parties proceed

without a hitch. The busy proprietor of
two off-premise catering op€rations -
Picnic in Emerson and Epicure in Midland
Park - Nunn is known for her creative

takes on classical French cuisine. A gradu-
ate of the Culinary lnstitute of Ameriea,
she was named top student chef in the
country by Food & Wine magazine during
her tenure there. And Picnic's take-out
lunch offerings have received rave reviews
in New Jersey Monthly and, The New York
fimes. The acclaim keeps Nunn, a former
restaurant critic fbr 7re Record, bookd
far in advance.

Bul thi! glorious fall Saturday. the Fair
Lawn resident has invited a goup of her

closest friends to her "country house"
getaway, a log cabin in Lake Wallkill. The
Sussex County lakeside community, where
just a few of the original cabins remain
unchanged, is a rustic throwback to anoth-
er era. Nunn spent her childhood summers
there, and says she bought her 1920s
cottage 1 I yeam ago "on a whim." A
display of trophies on a dresser is evidence
that Nunn carries on - and wins - Lake
Wallkill's campy tradition, "Regatta," a
weekend of hilarity that includes canoe )06
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taces. a pet paraclc and orer '1he,top uabin
decorating (one year. she wlappcd lhc
eit i le cxterior i i  aluminunr lbi l) .

Furnished with funkl estare-\r lc l inds.
the cabin Ieatules a blcczv scteencd poleh.
whcrc Nulur ard hcr husband. lar.i
O tJon tz ,  hos t  ca : . ua l  mc ;1 . .  \ \  l - i I  r i r .
old-fashioned kitchen is spacious. lnosl of
lhe rool irg i .  donc ourduot. orr I  el.r . . i .
Weber kettle g ll.

To allow Nunn plenty of tine to rclar
* i t l r  her'6itrc.ts. .he and OrJon.z. , ,rrtc, i .
u l soa .hc f .  p te fa red  mu(h  o f rhc  n r cnu  i r
hcl Picnic kitchen. An asso ment 01'
cheescs. crackers and dlied fruit is
allanged on pieces of slate lbr guests to
n ibb le . r .  t h r r  wande t  i n  and  ou l  o t  r h .
cabin. A short walk up the lane is an open
ficld with stunning pastoral views Nunn
and Ordonez's favorite place to sip a
Lo. Lrai l  of i  gla.s ul $ ine. Vore ener. lcl ic
guests might take the canoe fot. a paddle
on the lake, but the hammock also
DecKons.

Lunch begins with a rich pear and
parsnip soup, Iadled into chunky pottcry
bowls. Thc buffet stylc feast tl'rat follows
leatules healty fall Ilavors: greer'r sal.ld with
blood orange.. \el low and purplc beet:. .
Coach Farn goat cheese cr.outons and
toasted pumpkin secds; butternut squash
lasagna (the pasta handmade by Ordonez):
slow blaised por.k belly with white beans,
and  suee r  pu ta lo  ga r i r r  w i rh  

' l i l l a rnuok

cheddal cheese.
To nake the luscious pork belly, Nunn

has blaised the fieat for six hours, then
|ubbed it with cumin, coriander. cinnam<.:n
and brown sugar and smoked it on the
Weber gri l l  ovel applc rtood. An appL
hee had i ir l len in my yatd and we cut i t
down and I aged it for two years, ' she
explains. "l ve been using it to srnoke nteat
all sutnmer."

Since Lake Wallkill is so closc to Betgcn
County just undelan hour's drive -
guests are encouraged to Iinger alier lunch
for anothet glass of wine or. a walk in thc
lading sunlight, beforc heading home. All
too soon. the water will bc tunted off at
the cabins, and the idyl l ic spot wi l l  clos,
until next ivlay. As il anticipating this tum
of the season. Nunn and Ordonez! guests
are rcluctant to say theil goodbyes.

"Time stands st i l l  here," Nuln says.
" l t 's Pleasantvi l lc." r

RURAL RETREAT (Top) Nunn and her
husband ,  l av i  O rdonez ,  r e  l ax
i n  t he i r  l akes ide  back  ya rd .  (Cen te r )
The  hea r t y  l unch  menu  i nc ludes  swee r
po ta to  g ra t i n  and  bu t t e rnu t  squash
lasagna ;  v i n tage  pennan ts  a re  pa r t  o f
t he  cab in ' s  f L rnky  d€co r .  (Bo t t om)  A
Sues t ' s  p l a te ,  p i l ed  w i t h  Nunn ' s  savo ry
spec ia l t i es .  (Oppos i t e )  Nunn ,  r iBh t
f o reg round ,  and  he r  f r i ends  o f f e r
a  I oaSL




